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Does God control the coronavirus?  If so, what is God’s purpose in sending it?  What will God accomplish by it?  What should I do personally?
· If you have not asked these questions, or been asked these questions, it is very likely you will.

· The answers to these questions are given in this passage.

Question: Coronavirus: Who, What, Why?  

Ezekiel 14: [God listed four judgments then said this four times] 20: Though Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it, as I live, saith the Lord GOD, they shall deliver neither son nor daughter; they shall but deliver their own souls by their righteousness. 21: For thus saith the Lord GOD; How much more when I send [who] my four sore judgments [what] upon Jerusalem, the sword, and the famine, and the noisome beast, and the pestilence, to cut off from it man and beast? [why and here is why] 22: Yet, behold, therein shall be left a remnant that shall be brought forth, both sons and daughters: behold, they shall come forth unto you, and ye shall see their way and their doings: and ye shall be comforted concerning the evil that I have brought upon Jerusalem, even concerning all that I have brought upon it. 23: And they shall comfort you, when ye see their ways and their doings: and ye shall know that I have not done without cause all that I have done in it, saith the Lord GOD. (Eze 14:12-23)

Proposition: Disease is one of God’s judgments that he pours out justly for man’s sin against him as he uses it to bring his elect under the gospel and to faith in Christ.
I. SO FIRST, WHO SENT AND CONTROLS THIS VIRUS?  GOD!—Ezekial 14: 21: For thus saith the Lord GOD; How much more when I send my four sore judgments upon Jerusalem,…
A. In all four of these judgments God said—v13…I will…I will stretch out my hand and break the staff of bread;…v19: Or if I send a pestilence into the land, and pour out my fury upon it in blood,..
App. Before we complain about this one virus, remember it could be much worse, God could send all four judgments at once like he did upon Jerusalem
· We actually should thank God for this virus.
· In all things give thanks

· All things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are called according to his purpose

1. He is called “the LORD of hosts” because he is LORD overall who makes all do his bidding.  Nothing happens outside of the control of God: good or evil
Amos 3:6:…shall there be evil in a city, and the LORD hath not done it?” (Am 3:6)

2. God even deceives the false prophets.

Eze 14: 9: And if the prophet be deceived when he hath spoken a thing, I the LORD have deceived that prophet, and I will stretch out my hand upon him, and will destroy him from the midst of my people Israel. 10: And they shall bear the punishment of their iniquity: the punishment of the prophet shall be even as the punishment of him that seeketh unto him;

2 Thess 2: 10:…because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 11: And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie 12: That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness. 

B. The true and living God is absolutely sovereign in salvation, too.

App. Have you heard of this God?  This is the sovereign God—the true and living God
Isaiah 40: 22: It is he that sitteth upon the circle of the earth, and the inhabitants thereof are as grasshoppers; that stretcheth out the heavens as a curtain, and spreadeth them out as a tent to dwell in: 23: That bringeth the princes to nothing; he maketh the judges of the earth as vanity. 24: Yea, they shall not be planted; yea, they shall not be sown: yea, their stock shall not take root in the earth: and he shall also blow upon them, and they shall wither, and the whirlwind shall take them away as stubble. 25: To whom then will ye liken me, or shall I be equal? saith the Holy One. 26: Lift up your eyes on high, and behold who hath created these things, that bringeth out their host by number: he calleth them all by names by the greatness of his might, for that he is strong in power; not one faileth.” (Isa 40:21-26)
App. Brethren, I am already comforted knowing that God is sovereignly controlling everything in this world, in this land, in his church, in my life and yours.  His sovereignty in creation is a reminder of his sovereignty in salvation—WHAT A COMFORT!
II. SECONDLY, WHAT IS GOD’S PURPOSE IN SENDING THIS VIRUS? JUDGMENT—Ezekiel 14: 13: Son of man, when the land sinneth against me by trespassing grievously, then will I stretch out mine hand upon it, and will break the staff of the bread thereof, and will send famine upon it, and will cut off man and beast from it:…19: Or if I send a pestilence into that land, and pour out my fury upon it in [or by] blood, to cut off from it man and beast:…my four judgments
A. God sends his judgments due to sinners committing grievous sins against God— the land sinneth against me by trespassing grievously—four times he declares the purpose for his judgment is to cut men off
1. This does not mean that everyone who gets the virus are without Christ and without hope in the world.

2. But most in Israel were very religious—their sin was in their heart—they were idolaters in heart—

Illustration: We live in an age when the majority are religious.  They say “You have your truth, I have mine.”  There is an attitude of entitlement—I deserve to be treated a certain way.  If you don’t believe men are righteous just ask them

3. Yet, outside of Christ, all our righteousnesses are filthy rags—and God will judge men for sinning against him.
· Right now, God judges by sending his judgments—we are seeing the wrath of God revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness
Illustration: [skip if need be] God says sinners “receiving in themselves that recompense of their error which was meet.”— The recompense or payment for disobedience is that God turns sinners to a reprobate mind to sin more.  Then God judges the sinner because he is worthy of death.
· For denying God, for changing the truth of God into a lie, for worshipping and serving the creature more the Creator

· By men grievously sinning God turns sinners over to work wickedness—men with men; women with women “burning in their lusts for one another”—homosexuality is a sure sign that God has reprobated people and is soon to send judgment.
Rom 1: 32: Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them. 
App. Before this coronavirus came there has been a pandemic: of grievous sin against God

· Again it does not mean everyone that gets the disease is personally guilty of grievous sin—no doubt all are sinners—but God sends his judgements when the whole land is taken up with grievous sins, rejecting God and sinning against him. 
· God delays judgment and men think they can sin and God will do nothing.  

· But we see from this virus, it is impossible to sin against God without God taking action against sinners
· Let it remind us there is coming a great and final judgment when Christ shall judge the world in righteousness 

III. THIRDLY, WHY DID GOD SEND THE VIRUS?—IT IS WOE FOR THE WICKED AND WELL FOR THE RIGHTEOUS.

A.  Judgment begins at the house of God.  In the chapters leading up to our text God declares he is cutting off the chief sinners: false prophets
1. They lied.  They prophesied for money.  God said they 
Eze 13: 19 “slay the souls that should not die, and to save the souls alive that should not live, by your lying to my people that hear your lies?...22: Because with lies ye have made the heart of the righteous sad, whom I have not made sad; and strengthened the hands of the wicked, that he should not return from his wicked way, by promising him life: 23: Therefore ye shall see no more vanity, nor divine divinations: for I will deliver my people out of your hand: and ye shall know that I am the LORD.
2. Outwardly they appeared righteous but inwardly they worshipped their idols 
Isaiah 29: 13  Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch as this people draw near me with their mouth, and with their lips do honour me, but have removed their heart far from me, and their fear toward me is taught by the precept of men: 14  Therefore, behold, I will proceed to do a marvellous work among this people, even a marvellous work and a wonder: for the wisdom of their wise men shall perish, and the understanding of their prudent men shall be hid
B. But what is woe for the wicked is well for the righteous.
1. No sinner can save himself and no other believer can save you—v14: Though these three men, Noah, Daniel and Job were in [the land], they should deliver but their own souls by their righteousness, saith the Lord God.
2. Were Noah, Daniel and Job delivered because they worked out a righteousness themselves—he calls it their own righteousness? Oh no! “There is none righteous, no not one."
· Every one of us are sinners—in ourselves we all deserve judgment.  We cannot earn a righteousness for ourselves by our works
· Nor can any other sinner deliver us, not even those saved by grace.
C. But God can—Ezekiel 14: 22: Yet, behold, therein shall be left a remnant that shall be brought forth, both sons and daughters: behold, they shall come forth unto you, and ye shall see their way and their doings: and ye shall be comforted concerning the evil that I have brought upon Jerusalem, even concerning all that I have brought upon it. 23: And they shall comfort you, when ye see their ways and their doings: and ye shall know that I have not done without cause all that I have done in it, saith the Lord GOD. (Eze 14:22-23)

1. When we read of a “remnant”—it means God’s elect—those for whom Christ bore judgment.  
Isaiah 10: 20: And it shall come to pass in that day, that the remnant of Israel, and such as are escaped of the house of Jacob, shall no more again stay upon him that smote them; but shall stay upon the LORD, the Holy One of Israel, in truth. 21: The remnant shall return, even the remnant of Jacob, unto the mighty God.
2. Who gathers this remnant and assembles them together with God’s people?—

Ezekiel 11: 17:..I will even gather you from the people, and assemble you out of the countries where ye have been scattered, and I will give you the land of Israel. 
App. They shall come forth.  God turns the world upside down for his remnant to put us under the preaching of the gospel of Christ.

3. How do we get this new heart and repentance and faith?—

Ezekiel 11: 19: And I will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit within you; and I will take the stony heart out of their flesh, and will give them an heart of flesh: 
4. Where do we find this righteousness? Christ alone is the righteousness who saved Noah, Daniel and Job and he alone is the Righteousness of every true believer.
Illustration: In Noah’s day—God saw every thought in man was “only evil continually”—Noah included

· But Noah found grace in the eyes of God—so did Daniel and Job

· Only helpless sinners need to be saved freely by God’s grace—and only God’s free grace can save us

Christ is the righteousness of God provided for his people and Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone that believeth
Ro 5:21  That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord.
5. And God never loses one of his chosen, blood-bought, regenerated people—Eze 14: 11: That the house of Israel may go no more astray from me, neither be polluted any more with all their transgressions; but that they may be my people, and I may be their God, saith the Lord GOD.
Illustration: Does that mean that God’s people shall never suffer or catch disease in this world?  Daniel was carried captive.  But Daniel was righteous in Christ and totally secure in Christ.

E. How do saved sinners comfort us who believe?—Ezekiel 14: 22:…and ye shall see their way and their doings: and ye shall be comforted concerning the evil that I have brought upon Jerusalem, even concerning all that I have brought upon it. 23  And they shall comfort you, when ye see their ways and their doings: and ye shall know that I have not done without cause all that I have done in it, saith the Lord GOD.
1. When God unites a new sinner with his people, that sinner justifies God by declaring all his own ways and his own doings are sinful—
"against thee and thee only have I sinned and done this evil in thy sight that thou mightiest be justified when thou speakest, and be clear when thou judgest”
2. When God makes a new convert, they declare their way is Christ the Way and their doings were all worked by Christ Jesus alone.

Ps 73:28  But it is good for me to draw near to God: I have put my trust in the Lord GOD, that I may declare all thy works.
· Christ alone bore the judgment of his people so that we shall never bear it

· Christ alone worked out a righteousness for us and freely gave it to us through faith

· That is what all those saved by grace confess.

Joh 3:21  But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought in God.

Ezekiel 36: 31: Then shall ye remember your own evil ways, and your doings that were not good, and shall lothe yourselves in your own sight for your iniquities and for your abominations.” (Eze 36:31)

Isaiah 40: 1: Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God. 2: Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned: for she hath received of the LORD’S hand double for all her sins.” (Isa 40:1-2)
App. So a new sinner saved by God’s grace comforts believers because we are reminded there was a cause to the evil God brought 

· It was just judgment upon the wicked
· It was to save his elect remnant in Christ 
· God alone separates the wheat from the chaff
IV. SO LASTLY, WHAT SHOULD I PERSONALLY DO?—Ezekiel 14: 6  Therefore say unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Repent, and turn yourselves from your idols; and turn away your faces from all your abominations.
A. Turn from every false refuge and flee to Christ
1. He is the great Physician who heals the sick

· The Balm of Gilead that cures all our diseases 
2. In the midst of God’s judgment, we should not be looking on the sins of others; we each have a personal responsibility to repent and believe on the Lord Jesus Christ—no one else can do it for us
App. Brethren, God has sent judgment in the form of pestilence into this world
· In righteousness, God destroy the wicked who separate themselves and worship idols because they rejected Christ
· By that same righteousness God grants repentance and saves his elect remnant because Christ bore the judgment of God on our behalf—righteousness of God demands each redeemed sinner must be saved.

· It may not happen right away; It may be years from now; But that is why God sent this coronavirus
· In the last judgment as the wicked are cast out—the righteous shall praise our triune God in Christ for his righteousness by whom we are saved.

Does God control the coronavirus?  Yes! 

· What is God’s purpose?  Judgment

· Why does God send it?  To cut off the wicked and save the righteous

· What should I do personally?—"Repent, and turn yourselves from your idols;”—turn to Christ and stay upon him
· Those two things is what God shall work through this judgment upon the world.
AMEN!
